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The objective of this panel is to demonstrate that understanding the linkages between micro-level 
decisions and the macroeconomic context is critical to understanding HIV/AIDS and the 
effectiveness of public policy interventions.  A feminist economics perspective drastically 
changes any measure of HIV/AIDS impact on affected countries because it insists on the 
inclusion of nonmarket activities – like unpaid labor of caregivers, bargaining power within the 
household, and gender norms – in measures of social welfare.  The papers presented in this 
panel point to the need for better macroeconomic models of the impact of the epidemic and for 
more theoretical and empirical research on the effectiveness of alternative policy interventions. 


