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Overcoming the Legitimacy Gap of Globalization by Promoting Social Policies and Decent Work
Tuesday, December 11, 2007
1.00 - 3.00 p.m.

Private Dining Room 1-3
United Nations
Welcome:

 
Mr. Jürgen Stetten, Director, FES New York

Speakers:
Dr. Asha-Rose Migiro, UN Deputy Secretary-General 

Mr. Michael Sommer, President, Confederation of German Trade Unions (DGB)

Discussant:
H.E. Mr. Alexei Tulbure, Permanent Representative of Moldova to the UN and Chairperson of the 46th Session of the Commission for Social Development

Moderator:
H.E. Mr. Heraldo Muñoz, Permanent Representative of Chile to the UN

Given the urgency to achieve the international development goals and to redress poverty and increasing inequality in the age of globalization, comprehensive social policies must be brought to the forefront of the national development agenda. At the 2005 UN World Summit governments called for more ambitious national development strategies and to support the decent work agenda (employment, core labor standards, social protection and social dialogue). 
The “liberalization-privatization-deregulation” approach that dominated development policies in the 1980s and 1990s favored a limited role for national governments by starving national capacity for comprehensive social policies. In order to overcome the recent legitimacy gap in the process of globalization, national capacity must be re-built within government, social partners, the private sector and civil society. Moreover, reliable social protection to prevent irreversible losses of human and social capital as well as universal policies to expand coverage of social services, such as health insurance and pensions are crucial for the achievement of sustainable development.
The event will address the shortcomings in current policies to address employment,  social exclusion and social integration and will discuss strategies on how to advance social development by promoting comprehensive social policies and decent work. 
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